With increasing global economic development, maritime security constitutes more important role throughout the world. The efforts of the international community including shipmasters, shipowners, international specialized agencies, intergovernmental organizations and States concentrate on ensuring the safety and security of ships, repressing acts of maritime violence, imposing obligations upon States, and developing regional agreements between States. As the oceans are used by all and controlled by no one 3 , these efforts are very important for global trade and security. Taking into account the security concerns of littoral states, the shipping industry and passengers in general, these efforts continue to try to repress the serious crimes of terrorism, piracy and armed robbery at sea while staying in the lines of the freedoms of the seas that are being protected by state practice and customary international law. In this study, the consequent codification related to the acts of terrorism, piracy and armed robbery against ships and the problems related to the measures aiming to defeat these crimes were examined and recommendations to prevent these crimes were given.
Introduction
The sea provides a formidable natural barrier between the continents, but at the same time it also provides a means of contact and communication, a navigable expanse and plentiful resource.
State practice played a dramatic role in shaping the public order of the oceans and we saw efforts to International Terrorism", the need for international cooperation and progressive development of internaional law and its codification is emphasized. 10 As it is shown in the table below, the reports about maritime incidents sharply rised since 1996. While this data shows us the number of the reported events, the real number of the events may be more dramatic because of the events occured but not reported to an official institution due to the insurance costs, long time of delays, etc. 
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The starting point of security related measures in the maritime area should be the land territories of all states. The criminals are getting organised, supplied and supported by illegal organizations in the land territories. So a collective security understanding is a crucial point to prevent the risks to the maritime world. International efforts to improve the security of ports are crucial dealing with the problem of piracy and armed robbery against ships. In 2013, the acts of piracy and armed robbery against ships committed mostly in the port area in Indian Ocean, Malacca Strait, South America, South China Sea and Mediterranean Sea, while they were committed 10 http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/49/a49r060.htm (visited 08.05.2013) . 11 Reports on Acts of Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships, MSC.4/Circ.208, 1 March 2013, http:// www.imo.org/OurWork/Security/PiracyArmedRobbery/Reports/Documents/208_Annual_2013.pdf (visited 29.04.2014 
Existing Framework of International Law Dealing with Terrorism at Sea
The international community reacts to terrorism and related crimes very seriously especially after the 9/11 attacks in the U.S in 2001. Even we have seen more measures in maritime area than the land and air area after these attacks, currently only one of the international terrorism conventions deals with acts of terrorism at sea. Documents/208_Annual_2013.pdf, p.20 (visited 29.04.2014 . 13 Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Maritime Navigation, done at Rome on 10 March 1988 (came into force on March 1, 1992) and its Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Fixed Platforms Located on the Continental Shelf, done at Rome on 10 March 1988. Other conventions are; Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes against Internationally Protected Persons, Including Diplomatic Agents (14 December 1973 , 1035 , International Convention against the Taking of Hostages (17 December 1979 , 1316 , International Convention for the Terrorist Bombings (15 December 1997 , 2149 , International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism (9 December 1999 , 2178 Terrorists are increasingly being viewed as a "common enemy" just as pirates are described as hostis humani generis. But definition of terrorism remains as a serious problem in international law.
Terrorism, like beauty, remains in the eye of the beholder.
14 There is still no universally accepted definition of terrorism. This is one of the main problems dealing with the maritime terrorism.
Right of self-defense is an important tool while defeating terrorism in international law.
Von Heinegg states that a target or a potential target state, and its allies do not have to adopt a waitand-see policy but it is possible that they take all measures reasonably necessary to prevent future attacks as early and effectively as possible and in the maritime context such preventive measures may comprise "surveillance and control of sea traffic; providing for freedom and safety of The new Chapter XI-2 applies to passenger ships and cargo ships of 500 gross tonnage and upwards, including high speed craft, mobile offshore drilling units and port facilities serving such ships engaged on international voyages. Regulation XI-2/2 of the new chapter enshrines the ISPS Code. The regulation requires Administrations to set security levels and ensure the provision of security level information to ships entitled to fly their flag. Regulation XI-2/8 confirms the role of the Master in exercising his professional judgement over decisions necessary to maintain the security of the ship. Regulation XI-2/6 requires all ships to be provided with a ship security alert system. Regulation XI-2/10 covers requirements for port facilities, providing for Contracting
Governments to ensure that port facility security assessments are carried out and that port facility security plans are developed, implemented and reviewed.
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Eleven resolutions adopted in the conference. The main points of the resolutions are outlined in the table below. 
Res.2
Adoption of the International Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS) Code.
Res.3
Further work by the International Maritime Organization pertaining to the enhancement of maritime security.
Res.4
Future amendments to Chapters XI-1 and XI-2 of the 1974 SOLAS Convention on special measures to enhance maritime safety and security.
Res.5
Promotion of technical co-operation and assistance.
Res.6
Early implementation of the special measures to enhance maritime security.
Res.7
Establishment of appropriate measures to enhance the security of ships, port facilities, mobile offshore drilling units on location and fixed and floating platforms not covered by chapter XI-2 of the 1974 SOLAS Convention.
Res.8
Enhancement of security in co-operation with the International Labour Organization.
Res.9
Enhancement of security in co-operation with the World Customs Organization.
Res.10
Early implementation of long-range ships' identification and tracking.
Res.11
Human element-related aspects and shore leave for seafarers. system. International Journal of Human Sciences, 11(1), 1282 Sciences, 11(1), -1300 Sciences, 11(1), . doi: 10.14687/ijhs.v11i1.2951 Sciences, 11(1), 1290 The amendments to the SOLAS Convention and the ISPS Code both have great importance in establishing an appropriate international technical framework involving co-operation between governments, government agencies, national and local administrations and the shipping and port industries to detect security threats and take preventative measures against security incidents affecting ships or port facilities used in international trade.
International Organizations and Defeating Maritime Terrorism
As departing from the strict flag-state jurisdiction on ships and new legal instruments give opportunity to other states to intervene on ships in different maritime areas, the international organizations become more important for the security of the maritime environment. As International Maritime Organization has a very important role preventing crimes at sea.
Dealing with the problem of terrorism at sea, the organization works on various measures and practical guidelines.
The resolution A.924 (22) (visited 14.05.2013) . 32 UNCLOS Art.106 states that: "Where the seizure of a ship or aircraft on suspicion of piracy has been effected without adequate grounds, the State making the seizure shall be liable to the State the nationality of which is possessed by the ship or aircraft for any loss or damage caused by the seizure."
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National Jurisdictions on Piracy and Armed Robbey Against Ships and the

Need for International Cooperation
Many of the attacks seward of the territorial sea are classified as traditional acts of piracy, over which all states may exercise jurisdiction. When the attacks occur in port or anchorage, they are most likely proscribed and punishable by the municipal criminal law of the coastal state and do not legally qualify as piracy. In the case that the unlawful acts endanger the safety of navigation and occur onboard foreign flag ships while underway in international waters, international straits or even in the territorial sea, these unlawful acts are mostly not proscribed nor punishable by the criminal laws of any intervening or coastal State.
In the exercise of universal jurisdiction, article 105 of UNCLOS provides that "the courts of the State which carried out the seizure of a pirate ship or aircraft may decide upon the penalties to be imposed, and may also determine the action to be taken with regard to the ships, aircraft or property, subject to the rights of third parties acting in good faith."
The United Nations Security Council has called upon "all States to criminalize piracy under their domestic law" 33 and noted that "the domestic law of a number of States lacks provisions criminalizing piracy and/or procedural provisions for effective criminal prosecution of suspected pirates".
34
The Legal Committe of the International Maritime Organization considered a number of documents which identify the key elements that may be included in national law to facilitate full implementation of international conventions applicable to piracy at its ninety-eight session (4-8
April 2011).
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The universal jurisdiction emphasized by UNCLOS on the crime of piracy has not been realized by States in their legal practice. Even Somalia has not criminalized piracy within its national 33 The United Nations Security Council resolution 1950 (2010) (Visited May 14, 2013) . In 18 U.S.C. § 2280 Violence against maritime navigation states: "(a) Offenses; (1) In general -A person who unlawfully and intentionally-(A) seizes or exercises control over a ship by force or threat thereof or any other form of intimidation; (B) performs an act of violence against a person on board a ship if that act is likely to endanger the safe navigation of that ship; (C) destroys a ship or causes damage to a ship or to a ship or to its cargo which is likely to endanger the safe navigation of that ship; (D) place or causes to be placed on a ship, by any means whatsoever, a device or substance which is likely to destroy that ship, or cause damage to that ship or its cargo which endangers or is likely to endanger the safe navigation of that ship; (E) destroys or seriously damages maritime navigational facilities or seriously interferes with their operation, if such act is likely to endanger the safe navigation of a ship; (F) communicates information, knowing the information to be false and under circumstances in which such information may reasonably be believed, thereby endangering the safe navigation of a ship; (G) injures or kills any person in connection with the commission or the attempted commission of any of the offenses set forth in subparagraphs (A) through (F); or (H) attempts or conspires to do any act prohibited under sunparagraphs (A) through (G), shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 20 years, or both; and if the death of any person reults from conduct prohibited by this paragraph, shall be punished by death or imprisoned for any term of years or for life." Other U. 
International Efforts Dealing with Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships
In solving the problem of piracy and armed robbery against ships, regional co-operation among states has a significant role to play. The regional anti-piracy operation in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore is a good example of successful regional cooperation. 
Conclusion
In securing the seas from the violance of terrorism, piracy and armed robbery against ships, existing international efforts can be considered very appropriate and successful in some aspects.
But the implementation of these efforts are also very important. In this respect, States are to effectuate regulations to make the Masters and shipowners execute these measures accurately.
States have to develop specialized policies against these crimes, set up inter-agency cooperation mechanisms, establish units to counter these crimes or specifically trained prosecutors and judges.
Comprehensive, collaborative, multi-agency, long-term and well coordinated strategies must be operationalized. 50 The deployment of unarmed private maritime security contractors onboard is subject to the national laws of the flag state. 51 Whether to use armed Private Maritime Security Contractors on board merchant vessels or not is a matter for individual ship operators to decide following their own risk assessment and approval of respective Flag States. BMP4 Best Management Practices for Protection against Somalia Based Piracy, p.39. The United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNIRI) is developing an initiative related to the use of private security contractors on board commercial vessels with a view to preparing a set of guidelines and standarts which may be considered and a code of conduct which may guide private contractors, funded by the Government of Italy; http://www.unicri.it/topics/piracy (visited 04.05.2013 ).
In some countries, lack of comprehensive legislation is due to limited capacity and expertise of legislators to adopt their legislation in accordance with international instruments. To prevent the crimes committed at sea, targeted training sessions and capacity-building measures are required as a matter of priority. Although international organizations, corporations, and governmentes have attempted to solve many of the problems about sea crimes through conventions, international regulations, and bilateral or multilateral governmental agreements, many of the most crucial areas are left untouched. 52 Identifying problems related to the apprehension of pirates is important for all parties involved in combating piracy or struggling with the consequences of this crime. States should share their experience in resolving problems related to apprehension of pirates and should provide related information to the international organizations dealing with such crimes.
The safety and security of mariners and the global trade depend on the safety and security of the world's seas. It is imperative that all States and that the international communities cooperate to control and suppress acts of maritime violence and terrorism. As Gentili wrote, the perpetrators of maritime crimes: "...are scorners of the law of nations; hence they find no protection in that law.
They ought to be crushed by us... and all men".
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As Halberstam states, "the continued vitality of any legal system depends on its ability to deal with current problems". 54 The collective security of the oceans depends on the ability of the global system to ensure a legal frame which successfully deals with the current threats to maritime security.
